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	Unit 3: Contribution to the development of basic competencies 

	

	Knowledge of and interaction with the physical world
	· Students will develop these competencies through the contents in this unit.

	
	

	Social competence and citizenship
	· Compare the landscape of different climate zones. (Page 43, Act. 7)

· Exchange and compare opinions with classmates. (Page 31, Answer...)

	
	
	

	Information handling and digital competence
	· Select and make use of relevant information from photos, drawings and diagrams. (Page 30 Photos; Page 31, Answer...; Page 34, Diagram of clouds; Page 35, Look; Page 36 Photos; Page 39, Climate zones; Page 42, Act. 4; Page 43, Act. 7)

· Read and analyse weather maps to predict weather patterns. (Page 33, Look; Page 38, Look; Page 38, Act. 1; Page 42, Act. 2; Page 43, Act. 5)

· Use educational resources on the Internet. (Page 32, Netsurfers!; Page 43, Act. 5)
· Collect data from first-hand observation and organise it in a bar chart. (Page 41)

	
	
	

	Competence in linguistic communication
	· Define and use vocabulary associated with the weather. (Page 32, Questions a and b; Page 35, Check...; Page 42, Act. 1 to 3; Page 43, Act. 6;  Page 43, ABC)

· Produce short written descriptions on weather phenomena. (Page 34, Questions a and b; Page 35, Look) 

	
	
	

	Competence in learning to learn
	· Carry out an experiment to know how a rain gauge works. (Page 37, Experiment)
· Forecast the weather according to a weather map. (Page 42, Act. 2; Page 43, Act. 5)
· Review and classify the contents studied in the unit. (Page 33, 35 and 37, Check...; Page 42, Act. 1 to 4; Page 43, Act. 5 to 7) 
· Interpret the structure and contents of a concept map. (Page 40, Remember)

	
	

	Autonomy and personal initiative
	· Make predictions from information available. (Page 32, Look)

· Perform an experiment and draw conclusions. (Page 37, Experiment; Page 41)

	
	
	

	Competence in maths
	· Use a thermometer to measure the temperature and make a bar chart to represent numerical data. (Page 41, Let’s learn how to...)
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	Define the weather and describe its main features
	Pages: 32 and 33
	Unit 3
	Pages: 8 and 9

	Distinguish between different types of clouds and precipitation
	Pages: 34 and 35
	Unit 3
	Pages: 10 and 11

	Understand how weather changes and influences people’s lives
	Page: 35
	Unit 3
	Pages: 10 and 11

	Identify the instruments used 
to measure the weather
	Pages: 36 and 37
	Unit 3
	Pages: 12 and 13

	Recognise the instruments used to predict the weather
	Page: 38 
	Unit 3
	Page: 14, 17 and 18 

	Describe the factors that affect an area’s climate
	Page: 39
	Unit 3
	Page: 14 and 15

	Predict the weather by analysing a weather map
	Page: 38, 42 and 43
	Unit 3
	Pages: 14, 15, 17 and 18


	Didactic objectives
	
	· Define the weather and identify its main features: temperature, humidity, wind, atmospheric pressure, clouds and precipitation.

· Distinguish different types of clouds and precipitation. 

· Understand changes in the weather and how it influences people’s life. 
· Recognise the instruments used by meteorologists to measure and predict weather conditions.
· Identify factors that affect the climate: distance from the equator, altitude, relief and distance from the sea.

· Analyse data and make predictions about the weather. 

· Perform experiments to understand some weather phenomena.

· Interpret photos of different climate zones of the Earth and locate them on a map.

	
	
	

	Contents
	
	· The weather and its features: temperature, humidity, wind, atmospheric pressure, clouds and precipitation.

· Cloud composition and types of clouds.

· Types of precipitation: rain, snow and hail. 

· Types of rain: drizzle, rain and downpour.

· Changes in the weather. The influence of the weather in people’s lives.

· Measuring the weather: thermometer, hygrometer, weather vane, anemometer, barometer and rain gauge.

· Predicting the weather: weather satellites and weather maps.

· The climate zones of the Earth.

· Factors that affect the climate: distance from the equator, altitude, relief and distance from the sea.

· Describe weather patterns associated with the seasons.

· Interpret a weather map in order to make weather predictions.
· Make a rain gauge to measure the quantity of rain that falls in a place.

· Study and analyse photos showing how the weather changes.

· Use resources other than the textbook.

· Collect and record data on the weather over a period of time.

	
	
	

	Evaluation
criteria
	
	· Check that the students can identify and describe the main features of the weather. 
· See if they are able to give examples of how weather changes and influences people’s lives. 
· Confirm that they recognise the instruments used by meteorologists to measure the weather and explain how they work.

· Evaluate if they understand how weather is predicted and can interpret weather maps.
· Assess if they know how to classify different types of precipitation according to the size of the drops of water.
· Find out if they are able to identify and describe the Earth’s different climate zones by analysing some photos. 
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